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a high degree of scientific consistency.    It is not without obligation to an obscure deus ex machina, a providence unknown to physics, which overruled the balloonist's fate; but, with all its whimsicalities, it exhibits for the first time the keenness and lucidity of Poe's intelligence as distinguished from his imagination, and proves that he then possessed a  considerable  power of  applied thought.    It is noteworthy, too, as the earliest of those attempts to gull the public, for which he afterwards became notorious.    At the time it was less successful in this respect than, the celebrated " Moon-Hoax " of Mr. Incite, published, a few weeifes, later in the " New York Sun,," which made fools of many higjily intelligent citizens and caused Poe some chagrin, as he showed in his later comments upon it, because so many more people were taken in by it than by " Hans Pf aall," while he had put himself to so much more pains than Mr. Locke to seem truthful; certainly if verisimilitude were the gauge of the crowd's folly in credulity, he deserved better luck than his rival.
The remainder of the tales Poe would have called grotesque. Unfortunately he was not so plentifully gifted with humor as with either imagination or intelligence, and consequently his fame would suffer less by the omission than by the retention of these lucubrations. Some of them are the merest ex-Jj-avaganzas, such as the " Duo de L'Omelette," in which the devil poses as a gambler wlj.o can lose, orience and skill, and even
